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 The current crisis has triggered significant debate 
concerning economic theory and policy in general. But 
largely absent from this debate is an informed discussion of 
the methods used by economists in analyzing the economy 
and formulating their proposals. But method matters. So 
here the argue that current academic research practices 
need to be transformed before real insight can be achieved, 
that is be more specific when effect to educational 
institutions in private sector. 

  This research focus on the current economic crisis 
on the private universities students to completing their 
study, the case study in Lebnance French university, which 
is one the big universities in Erbil, including 5 collages and 
various departments. So a problem emergence when some 
of students intighed to leave or delay the course because 
they could not provide the   students effect the permium 
amount for completing study specially the first and second 
level. That is be real case among the students.   

  Current study employs seven in-depth personal interviews 

with non-profit public relations practitioners to understand 

how they define organizational crises, how they plan for 

such crises and how they react to theoretical response 
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strategies for dealing with these specific crises which is 

economic crisis that caused to other issues like culture, 

political and relations. 

 

 

Chapter (1) Introduction 

1.1 Research problem: 

Due to the current economic crisis that affected all sectors, including private higher education in 
the region, it can be observed that there is a slowing down and reduction in the students’ interests to 
complete their study. To support this, it can be witnessed that students do not attend lectures on time, 
since they are seeking to find any other job opportunities outside the university in order to afford the 
fees and installments. Most importantly, the majority of students either public employees or their 
family financial source is based on the salaries from government. In light of this situation, we feel there 
is a problem need to be studied.  

The research problems start which the following questions as below: 

1. Do the LFU student’s feel of completing their study at LFU due to the economic 
crisis?  

2. How the current economic crisis affected students to complete their study at LFU? 
3. What do students at LFU expect from the university administration to as the 

economic crisis still on ground?  

1.2 Significance of the research: 

1. It is going to assist LFU to have clear image of their academic and financial statues 
in the future, and to over any significant challenges might face due to current 
economic crisis in the Kurdistan Regional.  

2. The study will assist LFU to understand how the students feel about their future at 
LFU in terms in response to the economic crisis in the region. 

3. The study also works a tool how LFU can keep its current students and how to 
grasp juniors in the future, by offering reasonable financial dues and plans.  

1.3 Research objectives: 

1. To find out how the current economic crisis impacted on the students of LFU to 
complete their study. 

2. To demonstrate how negatively the economic crisis might affect the students at 
LFU. 
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3. To show to the LFU administration how the situation will be in the case the crisis 
last long and how negatively might affect the university outcome and turnover. 

 
 

1.4 Research hypothesis: 

1. The current economic crisis in the region affects students to complete their study 
at LFU. 

2. The current economic crisis in the region does not affect students to complete 
their study at LFU. 

  
 

Chapter (2): Theorical Framework  

2.1 Definition  

   Communication after a crisis is essential to restoring an organization’s positive reputation and 
perhaps, ultimately, its continued success. The crisis response strategy any organization employs can 
make the difference between recovery and failure as conceived in the minds of its various publics. 
Therefore, appropriately addressing a crisis and the publics affected is a skill that would benefit public 
relations practitioners in managing an organization’s reputation. The current study employs seven in-
depth personal interviews with non-profit public relations practitioners to understand how they define 
organizational crises (Sisc,2:2008) 

   Any unplanned event that may cause death or significant injury to employees, customers, the 
public, or animals; or one that can close your business, disrupt operations, cause physical or 
environmental damage, or threaten the firm’s financial standing or public image.( Hearit, 2006:30) 

   On the other hand (Patton, 2002:79) mission the thing that makes this situation into an 
authentic crisis is the unimaginable destruction that would inevitably result from another great war. 

   A triggering event, which is so significant that it challenges the existing structure, routine 
operations or survival of the organization (Lindlof , 2002:66) 

 

2.2 Nature of Crisis: 

  The central problem of our present capitalist economic system is the recurrent business cycle 
which is now operating at the global level. (vernis ,2006:40) ,It manifests itself in a number of ways, 
including: (Lee J, others, 2007) 

 The problem of overproduction / under consumption, be more consumers  
 Increasing unemployment and underemployment 
 Decline in real wages and rise in super-profits 
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 The sub-prime mortgage and credit card debt 
 Speculative corporate financial activities 
 Increased polarization of wealth and income 

But (Patton, 2002:80) says the metrics for crisis management are pretty straight forward , 95% of 
all crises are the result of daily operations and present low-level threats to reputation.5% of crises are 
non-operational in nature, highly emotional, victim producing, and represent significant threats to 
reputation, operations, and value.  

2.3 Relation between Problems – Crises  

Kang says that All Crisis is problem but not all problem are crisis , vast majority of issues and 
problems (operationally and otherwise) faced on a day-to-day basis are not truly crises, but rather 
problems and issues the organization must learn to anticipate, face, remediate, and resolve. Recognizing 
the nature of a true crisis means you must define carefully those situations that could become crises 
before including them as part of your organization’s crisis readiness process and, ultimately, crisis 
communication strategy: (Kang, 2004:40) 

A- A long-term issue, which occasionally flares up and embarrasses us. 

B-  Routine or predictably irritating high-profile problem. 

C-  disruption in an otherwise “normal” environment 
 
 

2.4 Dimensions of Economic crisis  

The economic crisis like other terms in Management have Dimension should cover to be easy 
managed as below: (Anceaux, 2012:12) 

1- Control n Perceived loss of control l Before and during crisis l On consequences 
but also on causes n Resources overtaking (Rogalski, 2004) l Procedures’ level n 
Distinctions between emergency, crisis, catastrophe & disaster (Borodzicz & van 
Haperen, 2002)… l Operator’s level n Processing requirements exceed the 
individual operator capacity l Operators’ organization level n Unpredicted 
Situations ð non adapted organizations 

2- Complexity n Chaotic dynamic n Multiple parameters n Different temporal 
dynamics n Changing high level’s goals 

3- Collective Dimensions n Different levels l Individual and team (command and 
control team) l Collective (CC + fields teams) l Organizational l Socio-cultural n 
Intra/inter organization l Distributed knowledge and competences l Structure of 
organizational hierarchy and operational hierarchy relationships n More or less 
rigid l Communications flows “doctrines” n Dissociation between 3C & 
information about actions 
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4- Experience Professional vs Novices or Mix l Different knowledge, competences, l 
Asymmetry, communication fragmentation, misunderstanding…. 

5-  

2.5 Causes of Economic crises 

According to (ASTIN 2009:9) and (Benoit,1995: 31) there are a reasons to emergence the 
Economic crisis as below    

1- Fragility of financial systems 
a. Intermediation, asset-liability mismatch 
b. Strategic complementarity 

 
2- Amplifying factors 
a. Imperfect knowledge and herd behavior 
b. Credit and high leverage 

 
3- Collapse of asset prices 
a. Liquidity problems 
b. Possible contagion 
 
4- Regulatory failures 
5- The ware and fights 
6- Natural disasters sometimes continues.   

  The crisis be more dangerous once it cover the banks in state because the relation between 
financial and economic crisis as (Benoit, 1995 ) says the financial sector crisis is effective to big economic 
crisis as the figure below shows it:  
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Chapter (3) Research Methodology and data collection  
 
 In this study the researchers are going to use both primary and secondary data. Primary data 

can be explained, therefore, as information collected from sources such as personal interviews, 
questionnaires or surveys with a specific intention and on a specific subject. On the other hand, 
Secondary data is information that is already available somewhere, whether it be in journals, on the 
internet.  

The study will benefit from the university registry records which illustrate a comparison between 
previous years of enrolling students.  

 
 
 

Source : Benoit (1995) 

Figure 1 

Financial Sector Crisis 
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Questionnaire  
 

The research includes conducting questionnaires to gather the primary data. The sample of the 
study is going to be students at LFU and student samples will be (50) students.   

The study will use quantitative analysis to analysis the data and information that will gathered 
from both primary and secondary sources. In regards with analysis the gathered data, SPSS statistics will 
be used to analysis the data and information.  

 

 

Chapter (4) Practical  

4.1 Describe study Variables: 

To explain the number and present of IV variables include (X1, X2, X4, X8, X9 and X10) from the 

questioner the result as schedule (1): 

 

  

 

V
ariable 

Agree Disagree Neutral m
ean 

St
andard 

deviation 
 N p

resent 
N p

resent 
N p

resent 

X
1 

4
0 

5
5.6 

2
0 

2
7.8 

1
4 

1
9.4 

1
.33 

0.
577 

X
2 

2
9 

4
0.3 

2
9 

4
0.3 

1
4 

1
9.4 

1
.40 

0.
548 

X
4 

1
9 

2
6.4 

2
6 

3
6.1 

2
7 

3
7.5 

1
.43 

0.
646 

X
8 

3
4 

4
7.2 

2
7 

3
7.5 

1
0 

1
3.9 

3
.00 

0.
788 

X
9 

2
6 

3
6.1 

2
7 

3
7.5 

1
9 

2
6.4 

3
.10 

0.
789 

X 5 7 1 1 8 5 3 0.

Schedule number (1) 

IV variables and standard deviation 
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10 3 3.6 1 5.3 3 .22 881 

Source: from researcher 

The table shows the number and present of each IV variables, it refers to agree with those 
factors about effect of economic crisis factors on the study and earn the payments to university each 
year to get the B.Sc. certification. In some factors the economic crisis brought significant challenges of 
student to continue in there study process. 

On the other hand, describe the DV variables as in figure (2). 

 

 

 

 
Variable 

Agree Disagree Neutral m
ean 

St
andard 

deviation 
 N p

resent 
N p

resent 
N p

resent 

X
3 

2
7 

3
7.5 

2
6 

3
6.1 

1
9 

2
6.4 

1
.35 

0.
587 

X
5 

2
8 

3
8.9 

2
9 

4
0.3 

1
5 

2
0.3 

1
.50 

0.
798 

X
6 

4
0 

5
5.6 

2
1 

2
9.2 

1
1 

1
5.3 

2
.17 

0.
983 

X
7 

1
5 

2
0.8 

3
9 

5
4.2 

1
7 

2
3.6 

2
.00 

0.
756 

Source: from researcher 

 

4.2 correlation and regression 

In first the correlation between the economic crisis and private study as figure (3) 

 

 

 

Schedule number (2) 

IV variables and standard deviation 

Schedule number (3) 

Correlation between economic crisis and Private study 
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                               IV 
DV 

Economic Crisis Positive Rate 

Private Study  0.431** 0.000 

Source: from researcher 

In the correlation explain the real relation between both two factors of research its positive, also 
the relation measured by (0.431**), which support the first assumption (The current economic crisis in 
the region affects students to complete their study at LFU), as explained by results of SPSS program. 

About the regression between the economic crisis and Private study as the schedule (4) 
 
 

 

             
IV 

DV 

Economic Crisis 

Priva
te Study  

B0 R2 F Sig 

4.82
8 

0.1
86 

2.91      
15.993 

0.000 

Source: from researcher  

The table demonstrate the impact relation of economic crisis on the private study, there is a 
positive regression relation of economic crisis on the contuse study in private sector, that is ensure the 
first research hypothesis (The current economic crisis in the region affects students to complete their 
study at LFU). 

 

Chapter (4) conclusion and suggestions 
 

4.1 Conclusion 
1) The research results the existence positive relation between economic crises on the 

private study in searched university. 
2) The research resulted to correlation relation between economic crisis on the private 

study in searched university, by (0.431**) which supported the hypothesis in research. 
3) There is a positive regression relation of economic crisis on the contuse study in private 

sector. 
 

 

 

Schedule number (4) 

Regression between economic crisis and Private study 
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Research Questionnaires –   اندراضخ الاضزجٍبٌ  –تويذَيهةوة ِاثزسينير 

The role of Economic crisis on students of private universities in the Kurdistan Region/Iraq in 
completing their study: the case of Lebanese French University – Erbil  

 فةرةِنسي لوبهاني سانكؤي: خويهَدى تةواوكزدني لة كوردستاى يةريَمي لة تايبةتةكاىرِؤنًَ قخٌرانً ئبثىوري نخضخر قىربثٍٍبنً زانكؤ 

.نموونةيةك وةك يةوليزَ –  

The study aims to demonstrate the role of the current economic crisis on the students to 
complete their study at Lebanese French University – LFU. 

 ؟ LFU سانكؤي لة خويهَدى تةواوكزدني لة قوتابيياى لةسةر ئابووري قةيزاني رِؤلَي نةرِوويخست لة بزيتيية تويذَيهةوةية ئةم ئامانجي

1 Gender      -انجنص –رِحطخز  
 Male  Female    

2 
How old are you?  –رخيخٌ  

   -انعًر
 Under 

20  20-29  30-39  40-49  +50 

3 
Level of study قؤنبغً   –

اندراضٍخ انًرحهخ –خىٌنَدٌ   
   

First   Second  Third  Fourth  

4 Occupation    -انىظٍفخ –ثٍشخ  
 Only 

studying  
 Studying 

and working 

5 
M

artial 
statues 

ة

اري 

 خٍسَانً

ا

  نحبنخ
 الاجزًبعٍخ

 Single    Married    

6 

Do you depend on 
governmental salary to pay you 

study fees? 

ئبٌخ ثشذ ثخ يىوضخي حكىيخد 

. دحثخضزً نخ ثٍدَانً كرًٌَ خىٌنَدٌ

 فً انحكىيً روارت عهى رعزًد هم
 اندراضخ؟ الاقطبط دفع

 Yes,   No,    

 

N
o 

Questions    -الاضئهخ –ثرضٍبرحكبٌ  

A
gree 

رِ 

 ازٌى
و

 وافق

D
isagree 

رِ 

 ازي نًٍخ
غ

يىافق ٌر  

N
eutral 

ة

 يَ لاٌخٌ
و

 حبٌد
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1 Did the economic crisis affect your desire in completing your study 
at LFU? 
ئبٌب قخٌرانً ئبثىوري كبرٌطخري كردووحرخ ضخرد نخ رخواوكردنً خىٌنَدٌ نخ زانكؤي 

LFU؟ 
 ؟LFU فٍ الدراسح اموال فٍ رغثتل علً الاقتصادَح الازهح الازهح اثرخ هل

   

2 Is there an economic problem affected your academic level at LFU? 
ئبٌب هٍض كٍشَخٌخكً ئبثىوري هخٌخ كخ كبرٌطخري كردثٍذَ ضخر ئبضزً ئخكبدًًٌ نخلاي 

 ؟LFUرؤ نخ زانكؤي 
 ؟LFU فٍ لدَل العلوٍ الوستىي علً اثرخ اقتصادَح هشامل هٌاك هل

   

3 In the case of continuing the economic crisis, will you be able to 
continue your study at LFU? 
نخكبرً ثخردحوايجىونً قخٌرانً ئبثىوري، ئبٌب دحرىانً نخ ثرؤضخي خىٌنَدٌ ثخردحواو ثً 

 ؟LFUنخ زانكؤي 
 ؟LFU فٍ الدراسح فٍ تستور اى تستطُع هل الاقتصادَح، الازهح استورار حال فٍ

   

4 Do you think there is a timeframe for solving the economic crisis? 
 ئبٌب كبرٍكًَ دٌبرٌكراو هخٌخ ثؤ ضبرحضخركردنً قخٌرانً ئبثىوري؟

الاقتصادَح؟ الازهح لحل زهٌٍ سقف هٌاك هل ترأَل  

   

5 Did LFU assist you within the economic crisis in paying the fee 
installments? 

 قيستي ثيدَاني لة كزدووى ياوكاري LFU سانكؤي ئابووري، قةيزاني بوونيئبٌب نخطخلَ 

 خويهَدى؟

 الدراسُح؟ الاقساط دفع فٍ الاقتصادَح الازهح تغطٍ علً LFU جاهعح ساعدخ هل

   

6 Does political and economic stability affect efficiency and quality of 
studying at LFU? 

 لة خويهَدى كواليَتَي و توانست سةر دةكاتة كاريطةري رِامياري و ياسيئبٌب ضخقبيطٍري ش

 ؟LFU سانكؤي
 ؟LFU جاهعح فٍ الدراسح جىدج و مفاءج علً الاقتصادٌ و السُاسٍ الاستقرار تؤثر هل

   

7 Will you think to leave your study at LFU if you find a job 
opportunity? 

LFU         سانكؤي لة دةكةيتةوة خويهَدىئبٌب ثٍر نخ جٍهٍَشَزنً   دؤسيهةوةي لةكاتي  

كاركزدى؟ دةرفةتيَكي  

 عول؟ وجدخ او LFU فٍ الدراسح تترك تقىم هل

   

8 Will you make loans to afford the fee installments in order to 
complete your study at LFU? 

 سانكؤي لة خويهَدى تةواوكزدني ثيهَاو لة َندىئبٌب قخرز دحكخي ثؤ داثٍنكردنً قٍطزً خىي

LFU؟ 
 ؟LFU فٍ الدراسح اموال لغرض القسط دَي فٍ ترغة هل

   

9 Do you think students at LFU concentrate on their study due to the 
economic crisis? 

 قةيزاني بووني بةيؤي خويهَدى سةر دةكةخةنة تيشك LFU سانكؤيثٍزَىاٌخ قىربثٍٍبنً 
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Thanks for your cooperation     -نزعبونكى شكرا –ضىثبش ثؤ هبوكبرٌزبٌ  

 العراق/  كوردستان إقليم في الخاصة الجامعات طلبة على الاقتصادية الأزمة دور

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  ئابووري؟

 الأزهح تسثة الدراسح علً الترمُس فٍ رغثح لدَهن LFU فٍ الطلاب أى تعتقد هل
 الاقتصادَح؟

1
0 

In case of continuing the current economic crisis, Do you think it 
will negatively affect new coming students to complete their study at LFU? 

 سةر بكاتة كاريطةري نةرينَي بةشيَوةيةكي ثيتَواية ئابووري قةيزاني بةردةوامبووني ئةطةرينخ 

 ؟LFU سانكؤي لة خويهَدى بؤ تاسة قوتابيياني
 الطلاب علً سلثُا تؤثر أًها تعتقد هل الحالُح الاقتصادَح الازهح استورار حال فٍ

  ؟LFU  فٍ دراستهن للاموال الجدّد القادهُي
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 تويذَيهةوة ختةيبو

 بة بةطشتي، كاركزدى سياسةتةكاني و ئابووري تيؤري نيطةرانييةكاني بة تايبةت طةنطةشةكاني دةخاتةسةر رِؤناكي تويذَيهةوة ئةم

 كةواتة. كارنامةكانياى دارِشتني و ئابووري دؤخي شيكزدنةوةي لة بةكارديَت ئابووريهاسانةوة لةلايةى كة فةرميي طةنطةشةيةكي نةبووني تايبةت

. تايبةت ةرتيك ثةروةردةييةكاني دامةسراوة سةر دةكةنة كاريطةري كاتيكَ و رِاستي بكزيهَة طةنطةشانة ئةم ثيوَيستة

 كة خويهَدى، تةواوكزدني و درِيَةداى رِوانطةي لة تابيةتةكاني سانكؤ لةسةر ئابووري ئيَستاي قةيزاني سةر دةخاتة تيشك تويذَيهةوة ئةم

 كاتةوة لةو. طزتووة خؤ لة ناوبزاوي سانكؤي بةشي و كؤليذَ 5 كة يةولَير، شاري ديارةكاني سنكؤ لة يةكيَكة كة فةرةِنسي، لوبهاني سانكؤي بة تايبةتة

 تابيةت بكةوى، دوا خويهَدى لة ياى بًيَموَ جيَ سانكؤ ناضاربووى ئابووري قةيزاني كاريطةري لةبةر قوتابياى لة بةشيكَ كاتيكَ يةلَدا سةري كيَشةكة

. دووةم و يةكةم قؤناغي يةردوو

 ضؤنيةتي و رِيَكخزاوةييةكاى قةيزانة ثيهَاسةكزدني لة تيَطةيشتن بؤ طزتووة لةخؤ ضزِي ضاوثيَكةوتني حةوت تويذَيهةوةكة يةروةيا

 .ثيَوةندييةكاى و سياسي رِؤشهبيري، وةكو تيؤري رِووي لة كارادانةوة و رِووبةرِووبوونةوة بؤ ثلانداناى

 

 

 الملخص

وىهَ اىؾٌاب إىى حد نتٌر . كد أذرت الأزٌث اىحاىٌث ُلاشا نتٌرا حول اىِظرًث الاكخصادًث واىسٌاسث اىػاٌث ةشهو غام 
. غَ هذه اىٍِاكشث هو ٌِاكشث ٌسخٌِرة ىلأساىٌب اىخي ًسخخدٌها الاكخصادًون ـي ححيٌو الاكخصاد وصٌاؽث ٌلخرحاحهً
وىهَ ٌسأىث الأٌو اىذي ًجادل هِا ةأن ٌٍارسات اىتحد الأنادًٍي اىحاىٌث ححخاج إىى أن حخحول كتو أن حخحلق اىتصٌرة 

 .نرر ححدًدا غِدٌا ًهون حأذٌر غيى اىٍؤسسات اىخػيٌٌٍث ـي اىلعاع اىخاصاىحلٌلٌث، وهذا هو أ

ًرنز هذا اىتحد غيى الأزٌث الاكخصادًث اىحاىٌث غيى ظلاب اىجاٌػات اىخاصث لإنٍال دراسخهً، وهي دراسث حاىث   
ىذىم . والإدارات اىٍخخيفث اكسام 5ـي جاٌػث اىيتِاٌُث اىفرُسٌث، وهي ٌَ احدى اىجاٌػات اىخاصث ـي أرةٌو، ةٍا ـي ذىم 

ظهور ٌشهيث غِدٌا ةػض اىعلاب اجتروا ىٍؾادرة أو حأخٌر اىدراسث لأُها لا ًٍهَ أن حخوـر ىيعلاب ٌتيؼ لاسخهٍال اىدراسث 
 .وهذا هو اىحال اىحلٌلي ةٌَ اىعلاب. لاسٌٍا اىٍسخوى الأول واىراُي

ارسي اىػلاكات اىػاٌث ؽٌر اىرةحٌث ىفهً نٌفٌث حوظؿ اىدراسث اىحاىٌث ستػث ٌلاةلات شخصٌث ٌخػٍلث ٌع ًٌ  
حػرًؿ الأزٌات اىخِظٌٌٍث ونٌفٌث اىخخعٌط ىهذه الأزٌات ونٌفٌث حفاغيها ٌع اسخراحٌجٌات الاسخجاةث اىِظرًث ىيخػاٌو ٌع 

 .هذه الأزٌات اىٍحددة وهي الأزٌث الاكخصادًث اىخي حستتج إىى كضاًا أخرى ٌرو اىرلاـث واىسٌاسٌث واىػلاكات

  

 


