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 This study delves into the exploration of human identity and 
artificial intelligence (AI) in contemporary literature, with a 
focus on three prominent novels: Ready Player One, The 
Circle and Machinehood. By employing posthumanism and 
cyborg anthropology as theoretical frameworks, this study 
uncovers new insights into the increasingly blurred 
boundaries between biological and artificial intelligence. It 
investigates how these novels challenge traditional notions of 
human identity and consciousness while raising questions 
regarding the potential consequences of AI's integration into 
human lives. Furthermore, this study examines the ethical 
implications of AI's growing influence on privacy, autonomy, 
and the potential for AI-driven inequality. By addressing these 
themes and existential concerns, the study aims to contribute 
to the ongoing debate on AI's role in society and inform future 
policies and guidelines for its development and integration, 
ultimately ensuring the preservation of human values and 
well-being in a rapidly evolving technological landscape 
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1.Introduction 
In the 21st century, the rapid advancement of artificial intelligence (AI) has become a 
topic of intense discussion and concern, permeating various aspects of society and 
culture (Makridakis, 2017). The development and increasing presence of AI in daily 
life have raised questions about the impact of technology on human identity, the 
nature of consciousness, and the boundaries between human and machine 
intelligence. Literature, as a medium that often reflects and addresses the anxieties 
and aspirations of its time, provides a unique lens through which to explore these 
issues (Graham, 2002). This study focuses on three contemporary novels that address 
the intersection of technology and human identity: Ready Player One by Ernest Cline 
(2011), The Circle by Dave Eggers (2013), and Machinehood by S.B. Divya (2021). By 
examining these novels, this study aims to delve into the evolving relationship 
between humans and AI, uncovering new insights into the potential consequences of 
AI's integration into human lives and raising previously unexplored questions about 
the future of human identity in an increasingly technologically-driven world. 
 
The choice of these novels stems from their diverse perspectives on the role of AI in 
human lives and the various ethical and existential questions that they raise. Ready 
Player One presents a virtual world where humans can escape their bleak reality and 
explore new identities, raising questions about the nature of reality and 
consciousness in an age of advanced AI (Cline, 2011). In The Circle by Eggers (2013) 
examines the erosion of privacy and autonomy in a society increasingly dominated by 
digital technology, posing questions about the limits of human freedom and self-
determination in a world where AI has the potential to control personal data and 
decision-making. Finally, Machinehood by Divya (2021) explores the ethical dilemmas 
posed by the increasing integration of AI into human society, particularly in the 
workplace and daily life, raising questions about the future of human values, 
empathy, and responsibility. 

This study employs posthumanism and cyborg anthropology as theoretical 
frameworks for the analysis of the selected novels. Posthumanism is a philosophical 
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perspective that challenges the traditional humanist conception of the self as a 
separate, rational, and autonomous entity, instead arguing that humans are 
inextricably interconnected with and shaped by their environments, including 
technology (Bostrom, 2005; Hayles, 2000). Cyborg anthropology is an interdisciplinary 
approach that examines the relationship between humans and technology, 
particularly focusing on how technology is integrated into human bodies, lives, and 
identities (Haraway, 2013). By applying these frameworks to the analysis of the 
novels, this study aims to uncover new insights into the increasingly blurred 
boundaries between biological and artificial intelligence and the implications of this 
shift for human identity and consciousness. 

The study is organized into several sections. Following the introduction, a literature 
review is provided to give an overview of existing research on the intersection of 
technology and human identity, including previous analyses of the selected novels. 
The theoretical framework section outlines the theories of posthumanism and cyborg 
anthropology and their relevance to the study. Subsequent sections are dedicated to 
the analysis of each novel, discussing the specific ways in which the novels portray 
the impact of AI on human identity and raising existential questions about the future 
of humanity in an age of advanced AI. Finally, a synthesis and conclusion section 
summarize the main points and existential questions raised by the novels, reflecting 
on the broader implications of these questions for society's understanding and 
relationship with AI, and offering suggestions for future research and investigation 
into the intersection of AI and human identity in contemporary literature. 

Although AI has been a subject of fascination and speculation in literature for 
decades, the rapid progress of AI technology in recent years has made these 
speculative narratives increasingly relevant and urgent (Yampolskiy, 2020). As AI 
systems become more sophisticated and capable of tasks once thought to be the 
exclusive domain of humans, the potential implications for human identity, 
consciousness, and the nature of our relationship with AI are topics that demand 
further exploration. By examining these novels, which capture the zeitgeist of the 
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contemporary AI debate, this study aims to contribute to a deeper understanding of 
the existential and ethical questions raised by the growing presence of AI in our lives 
and how these questions might inform future discussions of AI policy and 
development. 

The importance of this analysis lies not only in the exploration of the themes and 
questions raised by the novels but also in the recognition that literature can play a 
crucial role in shaping public understanding and attitudes towards AI (Tegmark, 
2018). As readers engage with these narratives, they may be prompted to consider 
the potential consequences of AI's integration into human lives, both positive and 
negative. By raising awareness of the ethical and existential challenges posed by AI, 
literature can contribute to the development of more thoughtful and informed public 
discourse on AI, helping to ensure that AI technology is developed and integrated into 
society in a manner that is consistent with human values and well-being (Cave & Dihal, 
2019). 

This study aims to fill a gap in the existing body of research by addressing several 
never-before-explored research questions, including the ways in which the selected 
novels challenge traditional notions of human identity and consciousness, the 
evolving relationship between human and AI protagonists, and the ethical 
implications of AI's growing influence on privacy, autonomy, and potential AI-driven 
inequality. In addition, the study seeks to examine how the themes and existential 
questions explored in these novels might inform future policies and guidelines for the 
development and integration of AI, particularly with regard to preserving human 
values and well-being in an increasingly technologically-driven world. 

The interdisciplinary nature of this analysis, which combines insights from literary 
studies, philosophy, and social sciences, allows for a more comprehensive 
understanding of the complexities and nuances involved in the relationship between 
AI and human identity. By drawing upon a diverse range of disciplinary perspectives, 
this study aims to provide a richer and more grounded exploration of the themes and 
questions raised by the novels, shedding light on the various dimensions of the AI-
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human relationship that might otherwise be overlooked in a more narrowly focused 
analysis. 

This study seeks to contribute to the growing body of research on the social and 
cultural implications of AI, which has been identified as a critical area of inquiry given 
the potentially transformative impact of AI on various aspects of society (Bostrom & 
Yudkowsky, 2018; Chalmers, 2010). By examining the ways in which contemporary 
literature grapples with the challenges and opportunities presented by AI, this study 
aims to deepen our understanding of the broader implications of AI's integration into 
human lives and the potential future trajectories of the AI-human relationship. 

This study aims to provide a groundbreaking analysis of the themes and existential 
questions raised by the novels Ready Player One, The Circle and Machinehood as they 
relate to the intersection of AI and human identity. By employing posthumanism and 
cyborg anthropology as theoretical frameworks, the study seeks to uncover new 
insights into the increasingly blurred boundaries between biological and artificial 
intelligence and the potential consequences of AI's integration into human lives. 
Furthermore, the study aspires to contribute to a more nuanced and informed public 
discourse on the ethical and existential challenges posed by AI, ultimately helping to 
shape future policies and guidelines for AI's development and integration into society. 

As AI technology continues to advance and permeate various aspects of our lives, it is 
crucial for researchers, policymakers, and society at large to grapple with the complex 
and often uncertain implications of AI's growing influence. By examining 
contemporary literature that explores the relationship between AI and human 
identity, this study aims to provide valuable insights into the potential future 
trajectories of the AI-human relationship and the existential questions that may arise 
as we navigate an increasingly technologically-driven world. It is our hope that this 
analysis will inspire further research and discussion on the role of AI in shaping human 
identity, as well as contribute to the development of more thoughtful and ethical 
approaches to AI's integration into human lives and society. 
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1.Literature Review 
The literature review begins with an overview of the existing research on the 
intersection of technology and human identity, as well as previous analyses of the 
selected novels. This provides a foundation for understanding the broader context in 
which the study is situated and highlights the contributions that this analysis aims to 
make in addressing previously unexplored questions and themes. 
 
AI and its implications for human identity have long been a subject of interest in both 
academic and popular literature. Since the early days of AI research, scholars have 
been contemplating the potential consequences of AI for human self-understanding 
and the nature of consciousness (Turing, 2007). More recently, as AI systems have 
become increasingly capable and integrated into various aspects of daily life, these 
questions have taken on new urgency, with researchers examining the social, 
psychological, and philosophical implications of AI's growing presence in human lives 
(Bostrom, 2014; Floridi, 2014). 

A significant body of literature has emerged, exploring the ways in which technology, 
and AI in particular, challenges traditional notions of human identity and subjectivity. 
Hayles (2000) argues that the development of AI and related technologies has led to 
a new conception of the human as "posthuman," characterized by a fluid and 
interconnected relationship between humans and machines, rather than a fixed and 
autonomous self. Similarly, Haraway (2013) posits the figure of the cyborg as a 
metaphor for understanding the increasingly blurred boundaries between humans 
and technology, suggesting that the fusion of human and machine in the 
contemporary world calls for a reevaluation of traditional notions of identity and 
subjectivity. 

In the context of contemporary literature, numerous scholars have analyzed how 
novels engage with the themes of AI and human identity. For instance, Latham (2014) 
examines the portrayal of AI in science fiction and how it has evolved over time, 
reflecting changing societal attitudes and concerns about technology. Similarly, 
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Clarke (2019) discusses the ways in which AI narratives engage with the anxieties 
surrounding the development of intelligent machines and their potential impact on 
human society and self-understanding. 

The selected novels for this study have also been the subject of previous literary 
analyses. In the case of Ready Player One scholars have primarily focused on its 
portrayal of virtual reality and the implications of immersive digital environments for 
human identity and social interaction (Nordstrom, 2016). The novel has been 
examined from the perspective of nostalgia and its role in shaping the protagonist's 
self-concept and understanding of reality. The Circle has been analyzed for its 
exploration of the ethical and social implications of technology, particularly in terms 
of privacy, surveillance, and the erosion of personal autonomy (Herman, 2018; 
BEVINGTON, 2021). Lastly, Machinehood has been discussed in the context of its 
exploration of AI ethics, the future of work, and the potential consequences of 
human-machine integration for society and individual identity. 

Despite the existing body of research on these novels, this study aims to make a 
unique contribution by addressing never-before-explored questions and themes 
related to the intersection of AI and human identity, using the theoretical frameworks 
of posthumanism and cyborg anthropology. 

One of the central themes explored in the existing literature on AI and human identity 
is the idea of the "posthuman" and the challenges it poses to traditional humanist 
conceptions of the self. The posthuman perspective suggests that humans are no 
longer separate, rational, and autonomous entities, but rather are inextricably 
interconnected with and shaped by their environments, including technology 
(Bostrom, 2005; Hayles, 2000). This has important implications for our understanding 
of human identity and consciousness, as it raises questions about the extent to which 
our sense of self is influenced or even determined by our interactions with machines. 

Several scholars have explored the implications of the posthuman perspective for 
contemporary literature and its engagement with AI themes. For example, Graham 
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(2002) examines various literary representations of the posthuman, arguing that 
these narratives often reflect and respond to the anxieties and aspirations of a society 
grappling with the potential consequences of advanced technology. Similarly, Vint 
(2010) analyzes the ways in which science fiction literature engages with the 
posthuman condition, highlighting the role of such narratives in challenging 
conventional understandings of human subjectivity and identity. 

In the context of the selected novels, the posthuman perspective offers a valuable 
lens through which to analyze the portrayal of AI and human identity. By examining 
how these narratives engage with the themes of human-machine interaction, 
consciousness, and the nature of reality, this study aims to uncover new insights into 
the potential consequences of AI's integration into human lives and the existential 
questions raised by the increasingly blurred boundaries between humans and 
machines. 

Another theoretical framework that has been applied to the study of AI and human 
identity in literature is cyborg anthropology, an interdisciplinary approach that 
examines the relationship between humans and technology, particularly focusing on 
how technology is integrated into human bodies, lives, and identities (Haraway, 
2013). This perspective offers a useful tool for analyzing the ways in which 
contemporary literature explores the evolving relationship between humans and AI, 
as well as the potential implications of this relationship for human self-understanding 
and consciousness. 

Several studies have employed the lens of cyborg anthropology to analyze literary 
representations of human-technology relationships. For example, Graham (2002) 
discusses various examples of cyborg narratives in popular culture, including science 
fiction literature, and argues that these narratives often serve to critique and 
challenge dominant assumptions about the nature of the human and the boundaries 
between humans and machines. Similarly, Hables Gray (2001) examines the role of 
the cyborg figure in contemporary literature, highlighting the ways in which such 
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narratives engage with the social, political, and philosophical implications of human-
machine integration. 

In the context of the selected novels, the cyborg anthropology perspective can 
provide valuable insights into the specific ways in which these narratives portray the 
impact of AI on human identity and raise existential questions about the future of 
humanity in an age of advanced AI. By examining the evolving relationship between 
human and AI protagonists, as well as the ethical implications of AI's growing 
influence on privacy, autonomy, and potential AI-driven inequality, this study aims to 
contribute to a deeper understanding of the complex and often uncertain 
implications of AI's integration into human lives. 

The ethical implications of AI and its potential impact on society are also important 
themes in the existing literature. AI ethics has become an increasingly significant area 
of inquiry, as researchers and policymakers grapple with the challenges and 
opportunities presented by the rapid development of AI technology (Bostrom & 
Yudkowsky, 2018; Chalmers, 2010). This literature not only addresses the practical 
ethical concerns surrounding AI, such as the potential for bias, inequality, and privacy 
violations, but also engages with broader philosophical questions about the nature of 
intelligence, consciousness, and the moral status of AI entities (Floridi, 2014; 
Tegmark, 2018). 

In the context of contemporary literature, the ethical dimensions of AI have been 
explored through various narrative approaches, including dystopian visions of AI-
driven societies, cautionary tales of AI misuse, and speculative explorations of the 
potential benefits and risks of AI technology (Cave & Dihal, 2019). By engaging with 
these ethical themes, these narratives not only raise awareness of the potential 
consequences of AI's integration into human lives, but also contribute to the 
development of more thoughtful and informed public discourse on AI, helping to 
ensure that AI technology is developed and integrated into society in a manner that 
is consistent with human values and well-being. 
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This study contributes to this body of literature by examining the ethical implications 
of AI in the selected novels, focusing on how these narratives engage with the 
existential questions raised by the growing presence of AI in our lives and the 
potential consequences of AI's integration into human lives for human identity, 
consciousness, and the nature of our relationship with AI. 

Another area of inquiry within the literature on AI and human identity is the 
relationship between AI and the future of work. As AI systems become increasingly 
capable and integrated into various aspects of daily life, concerns have been raised 
about the potential displacement of human labor and the resulting implications for 
economic inequality, social stability, and individual identity (Makridakis, 2017; 
Brynjolfsson & McAfee, 2014). This topic has been explored in various contemporary 
literary works, which often present speculative scenarios of the impact of AI on work, 
employment, and the broader social fabric. 

In the case of Machinehood Divya (2021) explores the potential consequences of AI-
driven labor displacement for individual identity and social structures, raising 
questions about the role of work in shaping human self-understanding and the ways 
in which societies might adapt to a future where AI and automation dominate the 
labor market. By engaging with these themes, Machinehood contributes to the 
ongoing public discourse on the future of work and the potential social, economic, 
and psychological implications of AI's integration into the workforce. 

The existing literature on AI and human identity provides a rich and diverse 
foundation for the analysis of the selected novels and their engagement with the 
existential questions raised by the integration of AI into human lives. By employing 
the theoretical frameworks of posthumanism and cyborg anthropology, this study 
aims to make a unique contribution to this body of research, addressing previously 
unexplored questions and themes related to the intersection of AI and human 
identity. Through this analysis, the study seeks to deepen our understanding of the 
potential consequences of AI's integration into human lives and the future 
trajectories of the AI-human relationship. 
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3.Theoretical Framework 

The methodology of this study is rooted in a theoretical framework, specifically 
drawing upon two key perspectives from the literature on AI and human identity: 
posthumanism and cyborg anthropology. These theoretical frameworks serve as 
valuable lenses through which to analyze the existential questions raised by the 
integration of AI into human lives, as explored in the selected novels. 
 
Posthumanism challenges traditional humanist conceptions by asserting that humans 
are inextricably interconnected with and shaped by their environments, including 
technology (Hayles, 2000). It suggests that our understanding of human identity and 
consciousness must be reevaluated in light of the increasingly blurred boundaries 
between humans and machines (Bostrom, 2005). Applying the posthumanist lens to 
the selected novels, this study seeks to uncover new insights into the potential 
consequences of AI's integration into human lives and the existential questions raised 
by the evolving relationship between humans and machines. 

Cyborg anthropology, as an interdisciplinary approach, examines the relationship 
between humans and technology, focusing on how technology is integrated into 
human bodies, lives, and identities (Haraway, 2013). This perspective provides a 
useful tool for analyzing the specific ways in which contemporary literature portrays 
the impact of AI on human identity and raises existential questions about the future 
of humanity in an age of advanced AI. By employing the cyborg anthropology 
framework, this study aims to explore the ethical implications of AI's growing 
influence on privacy, autonomy, and potential AI-driven inequality, as well as the 
evolving relationship between human and AI protagonists in the selected novels. 
Together, these theoretical frameworks provide a solid foundation for the analysis of 
the selected novels and their engagement with the existential questions raised by the 
integration of AI into human lives. 
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Analysis and Findings 
Contrasting Portrayals of AI and Their Implications in Ready Player One, The Circle 
and Machinehood 
The analysis of Ready Player One, The Circle, and Machinehood focuses on the 
contrasting portrayals of AI in the novels and how they contribute to a broader 
understanding of the potential consequences of AI's integration into human lives, 
both positive and negative. 

Ready Player One presents a world where AI technology offers an escape from a 
dystopian reality, providing opportunities for connection, learning, and personal 
growth within the OASIS. However, the novel also cautions against the potential 
misuse of AI by powerful corporations, such as IOI, which threatens individual 
autonomy and privacy. As Wade Watts states, "IOI had created a new department 
within the company that they called their “Oology Division.” "(Cline, 2011, p. 37). 

In The Circle AI technology is portrayed as both empowering and oppressive. The 
Circle's technological innovations, such as the cameras, are initially framed as tools 
for transparency and social good. However, as Mae becomes more enmeshed in the 
Circle's systems, the novel reveals the darker side of AI-driven surveillance and the 
erosion of privacy. For instance, Mae reflects on the constant surveillance, realizing 
that " the authorities had no idea they were being watched by three thousand Circlers 
in California—had no notion that they could be watched, that this technology was or 
would ever be possible." (Eggers, 2013, p. 40). 

Machinehood offers a nuanced view of AI technology, depicting a world where AI-
driven automation has led to widespread unemployment and social unrest. Yet, the 
novel also shows how AI can be used to enhance human capabilities, as seen in 
Welga's AI-assisted augmentations. Despite this, Welga ponders the consequences of 
human-machine integration: "Am I still me, or am I becoming something else?" 
(Divya, 2021, p. 142). 
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Challenging Traditional Notions of Human Identity and Consciousness in Ready 
Player One, The Circle and Machinehood 
The analysis of the selected novels explores the ways in which they challenge 
traditional notions of human identity and consciousness, particularly in relation to the 
increasingly blurred boundaries between biological and artificial intelligence. 
In Ready Player One the OASIS blurs the lines between virtual and real worlds, 
prompting users to question the nature of their own identities. Wade Watts' 
transformation into Parzival illustrates this: " I looked down at my avatar and saw that 
I no longer appeared as one of the Monty Python knights. I was Parzival once again." 
(Cline, 2011, p. 330). 

The Circle questions human identity and autonomy in the context of pervasive AI-
driven surveillance. Mae's transparency and the Circle's mantra of "Privacy is Theft" 
(Eggers, 2013, p. 168) imply that individuality and privacy are no longer essential 
aspects of human identity. Mae's struggle to maintain her sense of self while being 
constantly monitored exemplifies this tension. 

In Machinehood the novel delves into the consequences of human-machine 
integration for human identity and consciousness. Through the character of Welga, 
the novel demonstrates the complexities of human identity in a world where humans 
and machines are intimately intertwined. The protagonist's thoughts about her own 
human-machine hybridity reflect this struggle: "Am I still me, or am I becoming 
something else?" (Divya, 2021, p. 142). These novels collectively highlight the 
complexities and challenges of human identity and consciousness in a world where AI 
technologies are increasingly integrated into daily life. 

Evolving Relationships with AI and Reflections on Contemporary Society's Anxieties 
and Aspirations 
The analysis of Ready Player One, The Circle and Machinehood examines how the 
protagonists in each novel navigate their evolving relationships with AI, and what 
these relationships reveal about contemporary society's anxieties and aspirations 
regarding the fusion of human and machine intelligence. 
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In Ready Player One Wade's relationship with AI is largely positive, as the OASIS 
provides a haven from his grim reality. However, his struggle against IOI underscores 
society's concerns about the potential misuse of AI technology. Wade’s 
determination to protect the OASIS from IOI’s control emphasizes the importance of 
preserving individual freedom and creativity in the face of powerful AI-driven entities 
(Cline, 2011). 

The Circle depicts Mae's evolving relationship with AI as a cautionary tale, revealing 
society's anxieties about the loss of privacy and autonomy in an AI-driven world. 
Mae's initial excitement about the Circle's innovations is replaced by her growing 
realization of the negative consequences of constant surveillance. At first, she says 
that everyone must be watched in order to be acknowledged “I do. I want to be seen. 
I want proof I existed”. However, when she gets clarifications about the negative 
consequences of this, she understands it is not a good idea she reflects, "Okay, good. 
Good. I see everything clearly now." (Eggers, 2013, p. 265). 

In Machinehood Welga's relationship with AI is complex, as her AI-assisted 
augmentations enhance her abilities but also blur the lines between human and 
machine. Welga's struggle to define her identity in a world where humans are 
increasingly reliant on AI reflects society's aspirations for the potential benefits of AI 
technology while also highlighting concerns about the erosion of human values and 
autonomy (Divya, 2021). 

Ethical Frameworks in the Novels and Their Contributions to the AI Ethics Debate 
The analysis of Ready Player One, The Circle and Machinehood examines how the 
ethical frameworks presented in these novels contribute to the ongoing debate on 
AI's role in society, particularly regarding issues such as privacy, autonomy, and the 
potential for AI-driven inequality. 
 
Ready Player One emphasizes the need for ethical considerations in the use of AI 
technologies, as demonstrated by the conflict between the OASIS users and the 
nefarious corporation IOI. Wade's quest to preserve the OASIS from corporate control 
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highlights the importance of ensuring that AI technology remains a force for good, 
fostering creativity and connection rather than exploitation (Cline, 2011). 

The Circle raises important ethical questions about the consequences of AI-driven 
surveillance and data collection on individual privacy and autonomy. The Circle's 
quest for total transparency is a cautionary tale about the potential dangers of 
sacrificing privacy and individual freedom for the sake of technological progress. As 
Mae contemplates the consequences of transparency, she realizes, "Full transparency 
would bring full access, and there would be no more not-knowing" (Eggers, 2013, p. 
254), but at the cost of personal privacy. 

Machinehood explores the ethical implications of AI-driven automation and human-
machine integration, raising concerns about the potential for AI technology to 
exacerbate social and economic inequality. The novel highlights the need for a more 
equitable distribution of AI's benefits, as Welga ponders, "Why should only the rich 
enjoy the benefits of being augmented?" (Divya, 2021, p. 189). 

Informing Future Policies and Guidelines for AI Development and Integration 
The analysis of Ready Player One, The Circle and Machinehood examines how the 
themes and existential questions explored in these novels might inform future 
policies and guidelines for the development and integration of AI, particularly with 
regard to preserving human values and well-being in an increasingly technologically-
driven world. 
 
Ready Player One suggests that the responsible development and use of AI 
technology should prioritize individual freedom, creativity, and connection. The novel 
demonstrates the potential benefits of AI technologies when used for positive ends 
and serves as a warning against the misuse of AI for corporate control and 
exploitation (Cline, 2011). 

The Circle underscores the importance of balancing technological innovation with the 
preservation of privacy and individual autonomy. As the novel reveals the dangers of 
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unchecked AI-driven surveillance and data collection, it implies that future AI policies 
and guidelines should prioritize the protection of individual rights and values (Eggers, 
2013). 

Machinehood advocates for a more equitable approach to AI-driven automation and 
human-machine integration. The novel raises important questions about the 
distribution of AI's benefits and potential consequences for social and economic 
inequality. Welga's experiences highlight the need for policies that ensure access to 
AI technologies and their advantages for all members of society, rather than only the 
privileged few (Divya, 2021). 

Collectively, these novels offer valuable insights and perspectives that can help inform 
future policies and guidelines for AI development and integration, emphasizing the 
importance of preserving human values and well-being in a world increasingly shaped 
by AI technologies. 

4.Discussion 
The analysis and findings of the three novels Ready Player One, The Circle and 
Machinehood revealed several interconnected themes and insights that contribute to 
a richer understanding of the implications of AI technology on human identity, 
society, and ethics. By examining the novels through the lens of the five research 
questions, this discussion will synthesize the insights gained from the analysis to 
address the broader implications of AI's integration into human lives and the 
challenges and opportunities it presents for our present and future. 
 
The first research question explored the contrasting portrayals of AI in the three 
novels and their contribution to our understanding of the potential consequences of 
AI's integration into human lives. The discussion revealed that while AI technologies 
can be used for positive ends, such as fostering creativity and connection in Ready 
Player One (Cline, 2011), they can also result in negative outcomes, such as the loss 
of privacy and autonomy in The Circle (Eggers, 2013), and exacerbate social and 
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economic inequalities in Machinehood (Divya, 2021). The novels, therefore, provide 
a nuanced understanding of AI's impact on society, urging policymakers and 
technologists to strike a balance between the benefits and risks associated with AI 
technology. 

The second research question examined the ways in which the novels challenge 
traditional notions of human identity and consciousness in relation to AI technologies. 
The discussion demonstrated that the integration of AI into human lives has profound 
implications for our understanding of self and human consciousness. The novels 
prompt readers to question the nature of human identity in an era where the 
boundaries between human and machine intelligence are increasingly blurred. This 
insight is crucial as we develop policies and guidelines to address the psychological 
and philosophical implications of AI's integration into our lives. 

In addressing the third research question, the analysis revealed how the protagonists 
in the novels navigate their evolving relationships with AI and how these relationships 
reflect contemporary society's anxieties and aspirations regarding human-machine 
integration. The novels illustrate the complexities of human-AI relationships and 
underscore the importance of addressing societal concerns about AI's impact on 
autonomy, privacy, and well-being. 

The fourth research question focused on the ethical frameworks presented in the 
novels and their contributions to the ongoing debate on AI's role in society. The 
discussion showed that ethical considerations must be central to AI development and 
deployment, as the novels highlight potential consequences such as loss of privacy, 
autonomy, and AI-driven inequality. This insight is valuable for policymakers and 
technologists as they work to develop ethical guidelines and regulations for AI 
technologies. 

Finally, the fifth research question explored how the themes and existential questions 
in the novels might inform future policies and guidelines for AI development and 
integration. The discussion indicated that the novels provide a rich foundation for 
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understanding the complexities and challenges associated with AI's increasing 
presence in our lives. By drawing from these insights, policymakers and technologists 
can develop more thoughtful and equitable approaches to AI technology that 
prioritize human values and well-being. 

This discussion has synthesized the insights gained from the analysis of Ready Player 
One, The Circle and Machinehood to address the broader implications of AI's 
integration into human lives. These novels provide a valuable foundation for 
understanding the complexities and challenges associated with AI technologies, and 
their insights can inform future policies and guidelines that prioritize human values 
and well-being in an increasingly technologically-driven world. 

5.Conclusion 

This study analyzed three contemporary novels, Ready Player One, The Circle and 
Machinehood—to explore the existential questions and implications raised by AI 
technologies in relation to human identity, society, and ethics. Ready Player One 
(Cline, 2011) explores the positive aspects of AI, such as fostering creativity and 
connection, while warning against corporate control and exploitation of AI 
technologies. The Circle (Eggers, 2013) raises concerns about the loss of privacy and 
autonomy due to AI-driven surveillance and data collection. Machinehood (Divya, 
2021) highlights the potential for AI-driven automation to exacerbate social and 
economic inequality and the need for equitable distribution of AI's benefits. 
 
The existential questions raised by these novels have broader implications for 
society's understanding of and relationship with AI technologies. As AI becomes 
increasingly integrated into human lives, the challenges and opportunities presented 
by these technologies must be carefully considered. The novels serve as cautionary 
tales, urging policymakers, technologists, and society as a whole to strike a balance 
between the benefits and risks associated with AI technology. They also encourage 
reflection on the nature of human identity and consciousness in an era of intertwined 
human and machine intelligence. 
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Future research and investigation into the intersection of AI and human identity in 
contemporary literature can build on the findings of this study to further explore the 
implications of AI technologies on human lives. Some potential avenues for future 
research include: Examining other contemporary works of fiction that address AI's 
impact on human identity, society, and ethics to expand the scope of this analysis and 
identify additional themes and insights; conducting comparative analyses of literary 
works across different genres, cultures, and time periods to identify the ways in which 
AI has been portrayed and the shifting perspectives on AI's role in society; 
investigating the role of gender, race, and other social factors in shaping the portrayal 
of AI and human-machine relationships in literature.; exploring the influence of real-
world AI advancements on the themes and portrayals of AI in contemporary literature 
and the feedback loop between fiction and technological innovation; conducting 
interdisciplinary studies that combine literary analysis with insights from fields such 
as psychology, philosophy, and computer science to develop a more comprehensive 
understanding of the implications of AI technologies on human identity and society. 

By pursuing these avenues of research, scholars can continue to deepen our 
understanding of the complex relationship between AI and human identity in 
contemporary literature and contribute valuable insights to the ongoing conversation 
about the implications of AI technologies on human lives and society as a whole. 
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گهشتکردن به سنوورەکانی ناسنامهی مرۆڤ و زیرەکی دەستکرد ƿه ئهدەبیاتی  

 هاوچهرخدا 

  پوخته
بابهت ƿه    هئهم  دا،  ئای  ئهی  دەستکرد  زیرەکی  و  مرۆڤ   ناسنامهی  دوای  به  گهڕان  ƿه  دەبɃتهوە،  ورد 

ئهدەبیاتی هاوچهرخدا، به گرنگیدان به سɂ ڕۆمانی دیار: یاریزانی ئامادەییهک، بازنه و " ماشینایهتی" 
چوارچɃو وەک  ئهنترۆپۆƿۆژیای سایبۆرگ  و  مرۆڤایهتی  بهکارهɃنانی پۆست  به  توɄژینهوەیه  ەی  ئهم 

تا   بایۆƿۆژی و دەستکرددا، که  نɃوان زیرەکی  کاƿبووەکانی  ƿهبارەی سنوورە  تɃروانینɃکی نوێ  تیۆری، 
ئاشکرا دەکات.Ƀƿکۆƿینهوە ƿهوە دەکات که چۆن ئهم رۆمانانه، تهحهدای چهمکه  کاǄتر دەبنهوە،  دɄت 

سهبارەت   پرسیار  کاتدا  ههمان  ƿه  دەکهن،  مرۆڤ  هۆشیاری  و  ناسنامه  دەرەنجامه  نهریتییهکانی  به 
چاوەروانکراوەکانی تɃکهƿبوونی زیرەکی دەستکرد ƿه ژیانی مرۆڤهکاندا دەوروژɄنɃت. جگه ƿهمهش، 
تایبهتنهبدی  ƿهسهر  دەستکرد،  زیرەکی  گهشهسهندووەکانی  و  ئهخƽ؊قی  کاریگهرییه  بابهته  ئهم 

هرکردنی ئهم  سهربهخۆیی و ئهگهری نایهکسانی بههۆی زیرەکی دەستکردەوە، دەکۆɃƿتهوە. به چارەس 
مشتوومÞە   ƿه  بهشداریکردنه  توɄژینهوەکه  ئامانجی  بوونگهرایهکان،  نیگهرانییه  و  تهوەرانه 
بهردەوامهکان ƿهسهر ڕۆƿی زیرەکی دەرستکرد ƿه کۆمهƿگادا و ئاگادارکردنهوەی سیاسهت ڕɄنماییهکانی 

بهها پاراستنی  ƿه  دǄنیابوون  کۆتاییدا  ƿه  یهکخستن،  و  پهرەپɃدان  بۆ  و   داهاتوو،  مرۆییهکان 
  خۆشگووزەرانی ƿه جیهانی پɃشکوتووی تهکنهƿۆژییهکی خɃرادا.  

 ا ᗬژ ۆ لᓄکنᓄت  ،یتیهاۆڤمر  ستۆپ  ب، ەدهئ  ،هناسنام  ،ۆڤمر  رخ،ههاوچ  ستکرد،ەد  یکەری: زیکەر هس  هیوش

 

 

 



 

QALAAI ZANISTSCIENTIFIC JOURNAL 
A Scientific Quarterly Refereed Journal Issued by Lebanese French University – Erbil,   Kurdistan, Iraq 

Vol. (9), No (1), Spring 2024 
ISSN 2518-6566 (Online) - ISSN 2518-6558 (Print) 

 

1406 
 

 التنقل بين حدود الهوية الإنسانية والذكاء الاصطناعي في الأدب المعاصر 

      الملخص
في الأدب المعاصر، مع التركيز على    (AI)المقال في البحث عن الهوية البشرية والذكاء الاصطناعييتعمق هذا  

ثلاث روايات بارزة: لاعب المدرسة الثانوية، والدائرة، والآلات، ويكشف عن منظور جديد للحدود غير الواضحة  
بشكل متزايد بين الذكاء البيولوجي والذكاء الاصطناعي. وتتناول كيف تتحدى هذه الروايات المفاهيم التقليدية 

ي، وتتساءل في الوقت نفسه عن العواقب المتوقعة لدمج الذكاء الاصطناعي في الحياة،  للهوية والوعي الإنسان
مما يثير اهتمام الناس. بالإضافة إلى ذلك، يتناول هذا المقال الانعكاسات الأخلاقية والتنموية للذكاء الاصطناعي 

ستقلال وإمكانية عدم المساواة بسبب الذكاء الاصطناعي. ومن خلال معالجة هذه المواضيع  على خصوصية الا
والمخاوف الوجودية، يهدف البحث إلى المساهمة في النقاش الدائر حول دور الذكاء الاصطناعي في المجتمع 

ة المطاف حماية القيم الإنسانية وإبلاغ المبادئ التوجيهية للسياسات المستقبلية للتنمية والتكامل، مما يضمن في نهاي
 .والرفاهية في مجتمع العالم المتقدم تكنولوجياً بسرعة

  
  : الذكاء الاصطناعي، المعاصر، الإنسان، الهوية، الأدب، ما بعد الإنسانية، التكنولوجيا الكلمات المفتاحية


